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Film festival

Hitting its stride

he suecesshill Kickoff of the Windsor nternational Film Festi-

I val at an elegant rala at Caepsars Windsor last Friday validat-

ed twa ley things; the festival as an integral part of owrlocal
mltiral seene and the importance of support inge the arts,

The festiral — drawingan overflow orowwd of 450 to the opening —
145 prowh sinee it was launched four years aco, It now offers 33 t1-
les over 10 days — 1ts miost armbitiois schedule vet,

"There's noreason why Windsor shouldn't be the bigoest annnal
ilmfestival between Chicago and Toronto,” says organiser Ot
B,

Buj's optirnistn is pstified, You don't have to be a Toronto or Yan-
rouver toor o A prermier cultural event, The minine town of Sad-
ey, for example, celebrated the 20th vear of its international film
Batival — now recognizedas one of Canada's five major filimevents,

e started as a two-to-three day event in 1989, saws Tarny
Fricle, festival director, "It 1s now a nine-day festival, attracting
1hont 30,000 people and showcasing between 125 and 155 filims."
Frick estimates that the event purmps $5.5 million into the local
yporory With 20 per cent of the festival -coers frorm out of +owr, the
went also benefits tourisim

Though the Windsor festival has seen its audience gr oW, corporate
sponsorshiphas steadily declined The Ontar io goverrinent recent-
¥ steppedup tothe plake by announ cing a three -year, $1%1 000 Trilli-
Irnerant, While the provincial money is weleormne, more senioe goy-
irrment support is needed toenable Canadians totell their stories,
“We showldnot look at cultiare as a oy itern,” savs Bricle, "The
aponaric trpact of arts and cultare is massive,"”

Apcording tofederal statistics, the direct tmpact of the arts and
e sector was tlose tofdl bill ion in 20030, and ermployedabonk
30,000 Canadians,

Like Windsor, Sudbuiry has had its share of economic ups and
1owims, wet the festival continues to thre e, Y Film is such an accessi-
ale e dim,” says Brick, VI's not hueely expensire, henoe, least af-
eoted by a recession, It's a way tofeel plugeed into the cormrmmnity
mdworld andenjoy stories throgeh other people'seyes, '

[t's not toolate to enjoy those stories, The fest ral rans to Sunday



